“Miron Costin” Highschool
Iași, Romania

EuroActive
A Comenius Magazine

Issue no. 1/ 2012

Inside this issue:
The Comenius Sectoral Programme
Comenius Calendar

Tolerance as a Key to Social
Integration Into European
Dimension for Young Citizens

Why Should We Be Tolerant?
The Meeting in Poland
The Tolerance Cup

TOLERANCE as a Key to Social Integration
Into European Dimension for Young
Citizens
2011-2013

Editura şi tipografia STEF
Editură recunoscută de către CNCSIS
700705, Iaşi, Bd. Carol I, nr. 8 (în clădirea Academiei
Române)
Tel/fax: 0232-216829, Mobil: 0745-236413
e-mail: office@editurastef.ro web: www.editurastef.ro

EuroActive • no 1 • September 2012

This project is financed with support from the European Commission.
The responsibility for contents and publication lies only with the originators.
The Commission is not in charge of further usage of the content included.

EuroActive • no 1 • September 2012

Page 2

The Comenius Sectoral Programme
The Comenius programme is part of the

a context, it also promotes the learning of

Lifelong

it

foreign languages to which special credit is
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given; any project or partnership must have
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Learning

lower

and

Programme
upper
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secondary

mutual

communication
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modern
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common are: integration of

the

the

schools.

Named

Comenius,

the

after
father

development

John
of
of

school

knowledge,

partnerships, multilateral and bilateral

“We are all citizens of
one world, we are all of
one blood. To hate a man
because he was born in
another country, because
he speaks a different
language, or because he
takes a different view on
this subject or that, is a
great folly.”

newly

acquired
expe rience,

projects,

methods within the school

cooperation

curr icu lu m,

between

students and teachers being

t hus

both

and

able to use them for their own benefit in

educational

different fields (IT, cultural and social);

organisations

encouraging students and teachers to study

and

abroad;

schools

promotes

learning

foreign

languages,

mobilities

for

facilitating the experience exchange; and,

teachers

and

last but not least, becoming aware of the

s t u d e n t s .

European

cultural

values:

freedom,

B e c a u s e

democracy,

equality,

pluralism,

diversity,

communication

non-discrimination, justice, solidarity.

is a must in such

Comenius

The Comenius Programme in “Miron Costin” Highschool Iasi
the

cooperation with The National Agencies for

Learning

Community Programmes. It was a moment of

Programme, an active cooperation among

great joy when we found out that all partner

the member states of EU is necessary.

schools had been approved European financing

That is why we took the chance to become

to support the project.

To

successfully

objectives

of

put
the

into

practice

Lifelong

the partner of Olaine Secondary School # 2
from Olaine, Latvia and participate in the
Comenius Multilateral Project „TOLERANCE
as

a

Key

to

Social

Integration

Into

European Dimension for Young Citizens”
together with other partners from Poland,
Portugal, Italy and Bulgaria. The partner
schools applied for the project competition
organized in each country by the EU in

The main aim of the project is to create a
tolerant attitude towards people with special
needs, people of other
ethnicity,

nationality

or religion, orphaned
or abandoned children
and poor people.
The logo of the project
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During

these

two

years,

the

students

another,

coordinated by teachers will do a large

schools

variety of activities on this subject matter.

project team. Last but

The language of the project is English and
one of the selection criteria for being part of
the Comenius team was for its members to
speak at least B1-level English.

we

presented

and

our

countries,

each

not least, we voiced our
e x p e c t a t i o n s ,
overlooked the project
calendar,

i.e.

the

activities for the first
project

year,

and

the

future

established
meetings.

The next meeting, in
which

both

students

Poster made by the
students in Poland

and teachers participated, was in Cracow,
Poland. The students were very enthusiastic
about it because for most of them it was the
first time when they had travelled abroad.
They had the opportunity to meet students
The first project meeting took place in Latvia
at Olaine Secondary School, Olaine, a small
town near Riga and only teachers took part
in it. For this first meeting the students from
the six participant countries had to propose

from other countries, to interact with them,
to participate in their classes, activities, to
learn new things but also to share what
they had already known.
Daniela Ciubotariu, Project Coordinator

logos and slogans that would later become
the project symbols. The slogan proposed by
the

Romanian

students

and

the

logo

proposed by the Latvian ones were chosen.
During

this

meeting

we

introduced

one

Slogans proposed by the students:


Tolerance is the key which unlocks
our hearts



It is all about tolerance!



The world becomes smaller when we
tolerate



Tolerance today, peace tomorrow!



Be tolerant, be smart, be Comenius!



Together for a better world



More tolerance, more hope



Accept and tolerate diversity



Diversity is the key to evolution



Different colours, the same hearts



Tolerance is the key
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Our Thoughts
“The activity at the School for the Deaf "Vasile
Pavelcu" has made me appreciate more what I have.
When I saw those children working together I just
couldn’t believe my eyes they suffered from that
disease. Even if they have this handicap, they are
much more responsive and sensitive to everything
that surrounds us than those of us who have all the
senses.”
Răzvan Cimpoi
“This project is a great opportunity for me
to meet new people from other countries with
different cultures and it is also a way to achieve
experience for my own way of thinking.”
Andreea Dohotaru

“This project offers me the opportunity

The test of courage
comes when we are
in the minority. The

to meet other young people and to take part

test of tolerance

Catrinel Constantinescu

comes when we are
in the majority.”
Ralph W. Sockman

in things that really matter.”

"I hope that all this effort will come
with a reward."
Miruna Oprea

“I am very happy to be serving in the
Comenius team project. It has been an
opportunity for me to develop my teamwork
skills.”
Eduard Șchiopu
“Comenius is a new life experience where I
meet new people and I have the opportunity to try
exciting new things that I have never experienced
before.”
Emanuel Botez
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Our Thoughts
“Since I was a little boy I have always wanted to
travel to other countries to learn more about their
culture and traditions. Now, with this project, I have
seen my dream come true.”
Alex Grosu
"Comenius is a gateway to knowledge, tolerance
and education.”
Raluca Ailoaiei

“I really enjoy participating in every activity and being part
of a big team, having support from all my
colleagues and sharing nice experiences
with them. Comenius has helped me realize
how many opportunities we have, how many
chances to do great things not only for
ourselves but especially for the
community.”
Ana Ramașcanu
“I think that this project is beginning to
get a shape. By participating in the students
exchange, we can really learn how to be
tolerant and gain further experience. I really
think that this project will be a great success!“
Ștefan Popa
“Comenius is a great project, which gave me
the opportunity to meet new people and to develop
my skills, but I have also learned how to be more
tolerant with others that are not as lucky as we are.”
Elena Hardon

“I take part in this project because I’ve decided
to learn how to be more tolerant. Tolerance, in my
opinion is a very important quality that all of us need
to have it. Be tolerant, don’t be a bad person!”
Ion Zagorodniuc

“If a profound gulf
separates my
neighbor's belief
from mine, there is
always the golden
bridge of tolerance”
Anonymous
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Comenius Calendar — First Year, First Semester

er

mb
Septe

In September 2001, the first step
done by our teachers, also the project’s coordinators,
was to arrange and decorate a special room where, along these
two years, the project committee will take part in various tolerance
activities which will be performed with pleasure and responsibility.

“We may have
different religions,
different languages,
different colored

On our school’s ground floor there has been placed the Comenius
Info Board that contains a lot of useful pieces of information such
as: the title, a calendar with activities, pictures, our partners
(Latvia, Poland, Portugal, Italy, Bulgaria).

skin, but we all
belong to one
human race.”
Kofi Annan

er
Octob

At the beginning of October, the
teachers organised the Interview to check our
English language skills, our knowledge about the
countries involved in this project, and not only. We had
to know how to express our opinions and also to have a general
idea about our possible role in this complex activity. We had to
have a firm attitude to gain the examiners’ sympathy and to
transmit the desire and the curiosity to take part in this project.
After we had been accepted into this
great project team, we had our first
meeting, where we met one another and
found out much more interesting things
about
the
Comenius
Programme.
Thereafter, our coordinating teacher,
Daniela Ciubotariu, invited us to fill in
some
questionnaires
about
our
expectations and wishes. In this way,
we expressed our expectations for the
activities that will take place, how we
want this project to develop and our
suggestions for a better communication
between us, the students, and the
teachers.
After the interpretation of the questionnaires, we had been tasked
to create some logos and slogans having as a starting and
inspiration point the project’s motto: “TOLERANCE as a Key to
Social Integration Into European Dimension for Young Citizens”.
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In November, our coordinator teachers Daniela Ciubotariu
and Geanina Honceriu took part in the first project meeting held
in Olaine, Riga –Latvia, the coordinating country of the entire
project. Subsequently, we found out about the chosen logo and
motto (Tolerance is the key – our suggestion), but also some pieces of
information about Olaine School, Riga and Latvia, our future tasks and
activities and, last but not least, trips.

er
b
m
e
v
No

We celebrated the International Day for
Tolerance by organizing a debate about
tolerance in general, having as a starting point
some questionnaires applied to some of our
colleagues which, afterwards had been analysed
and discussed. In this way we identified the main
problems that we face when it comes to being
tolerant with the others (be it religion, social
status or ethnicity). We tried to find solutions for
each case, by putting ourselves in these
situations, seeing how we would react when
hitting this wall of intolerance nowadays. In the end, we learned that the
acceptance of the fact that we are all different in our ways, through origin,
skin colour, religion, etc. is the secret of tolerance. Therefore, we are indebted
to discover one another, leaving aside the stereotypes around us.
In The Week of Friendship whose slogan was “Tolerance is the cure for
violence”, we chose a day, when every student received a bookmark with a
suggestive image and a special message. We offered those bookmarks as a
sign of friendship, tolerance, respect and affection.
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Some special tolerance lessons have been delivered during different
classes (educational classes, history, civics, English) by means of Powerpoint
projects, paper projects, debates, film watching, book-presentations.

“Tolerance
can lead to
learning
something.”
Jakob Dylan

In December, we could not
remain indifferent to one of our
schoolmates,
who
was
diagnosed with a brain tumour
and was going to be operated in
Bucharest.
Because
the
operation was very expensive,
we decided to organise a money
-collecting campaign named Leu
by leu I Help my Fellow. With
the collected money we hoped to
make him a nice surprise,
donating them to his family as a
contribution for the operation which was to be performed in February.
Christmas, the Gift of Joy was the last activity in the winter holidays. The students
were invited to manufacture decorative Christmas objects which were on a display
sale at the White Holidays in Coloured Hearts Exhibiton later on. With the
collected money we bought sweets and toys for the School for the Deaf “Vasile
Pavelcu” Iasi, as a sign of friendship and a small gift for Christmas.
Raluca Ailoaiei, Miruna Oprea – class 10A
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Dragobete’s Day at “Vasile Pavelcu” School
Dragobete
is
a
Romanian holiday
originating from Dacian times and celebrated on
24th February. Specifically, Dragobete was the
son of Baba Dochia, which stands for the main
character in the pagan myth related to spring
arrival and the end of the harsh winter. In
Romania, Dragobete is known as the day for
lovers rather than Valentine's Day.

of their sign language without knowing in our
daily life. And, at the end of our meeting, we
gifted them cards made and written by our
project members. They were very happy and
they appreciated the gesture.
To sum up, it was a very special occasion which
made us more tolerant towards deaf-mute
people and made us realize how privileged we
are.
As members of the Comenius project which
encourages tolerance, we organized a meeting at
the “Vasile Pavelcu” School, a school for deafmute children, where our group of students met a
few of theirs and we talked about the meaning of
Dragobete’s
Day,
we
socialized,
and
communicated in a very special way: they taught
us a bit of their sign language which wasn’t that
hard because each one of us use a small amount

Emanuel Botez – class 10A
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Some special tolerance lessons have
been delivered during different classes

Special tolerance lessons

(educational classes, history, civics, English) by means of Powerpoint projects, paper projects, debates, film watching, bookpresentations.

eam
T
s
u
i
Comen

Teachers:

Daniela Ciubotariu
Viorica Dobre
Genovica Vulpoi
Geanina-Mariana Honceriu

Educational Class

Diana-Mihaela Mazga
Alina Stancu
Larisa-Elena Târzianu
Anca-Cristina Bucuci

Project Results















Project Logo and Slogan;
Project Forum (webpage);
Information Area of Tolerance;
The Project Booklets;
Questionnaires on the project;
Joint Play/Drama on Tolerance issue,
DVD record;
Joint CD Project Audio and Video
Collection on Tolerance;
Joint DVD with the best scenarios of
Tolerance Games;
Joint Project Tolerance Collage;
Joint Project Tolerance Calendar and
Video;
Quizzes, Puzzles and Interactive
Games;
Project Conference on Tolerance;
The Final Project Research Joint
Booklets;
Tolerance Module: Material for Junior
Classes Lessons “Why should we be
Tolerant?”.

Civics

Educational Class
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Comeni
us Team
Students:
Ioana-Miruna Oprea
Raluca-Ioana Ailoaiei
Răzvan-Mihai Cimpoi
Ana-Elena Ramașcanu
Ion Zagarodniuc
Eduard-Paul Șchiopu
Andreea-Gabriela Dohotaru
Emanuel Botez
Ștefan-Eugen Popa

History

Teofil Blaga
Alexandru Grosu
Iulia-Maria Andriucă
Catrinel Constantinescu
Daniel Leon
Elena-Andreea Hardon
Alex-Neculai Carare

Project Objectives










to connect students, teachers,
parents and local community
and authorities;
to create a dialogue (dialogue of
Tolerance) between children of
different countries;
to find the KEY to social integration into the European dimension;
to strengthen Tolerance towards
people with special needs among
students;
to show our new generation that
despite people have different religions, colour of the skin, etc,
they feel, breath in the same
way we all do.

Civics

Civics
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The Meeting in Poland
Poland is a beautiful country, with Warsaw as capital. Our first
impression about Poland was a very good one because we saw kind,
respectable and civilized people. When we arrived at the train station, our
hosts and project partners had been waiting for us. After we had
introduced to one another we went to their houses.
On the second day we took part in a special programme dedicated to us,
the guests. We watched
presentations about Polish
famous people,
students
acting, dancing and singing.
Then we had lunch and we
attended a conference about
the project activities done by
each partner country in this
project up to that moment.
After those activities we
visited the city with our
hosts.
On the third day we took
part in some lessons such as
Biology,
Mathematics,
Chemistry, IT and English. The bad part was that we couldn’t understand
what they were talking about because they were speaking Polish but we
could understand the English classes very well.

Poland is a country in
Central Europe. The
total area of Poland is
312,679 square
kilometers making it
the 69th largest
country in the world
and the 9th largest in
Europe. Poland has a
population of over 38.5
million people, which
makes it the 34th most
populous country in the
world and the sixth
most populous member
of the European Union,
being its most populous
post-communist
member.

On the fourth day we went to Auschwitz and Birkenau Concentration
Camps. There, before visiting the camps, we saw a movie about the
massacre of the Jews. It was very depressing because there were piles of
burnt people and little kids with visible bones.
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That film got us in a weird state that lasted all day. When we were
walking on those alleys I felt as if I had been going on my last path. All
the buildings were made of bricks. Although they looked the same, each
had its own different story. There was nothing interesting in the first
buildings we visited. There were only documents and maps. But after
those buildings I saw objects that impressed me, like those people’s
glasses or shoes. Even their hair was preserved there. One thing made
me think about the killed
people: a box with something
written in my language. It
scared me because I realised
that people from my country
had been killed there, too.
The

most

disturbing

things

were a gallows, the basement
of the jail which housed one
cubic

meter

rooms

for

prisoners and several isolated
rooms with blankets as beds,
the

gas

pictures
The

chamber
of

people

pictures

were

and

the

arrested.
creepy

because below each of them the date when they arrived and the date
when they died were mentioned. Almost all people had no chance to
survive for more than one month and they were about 30-40 years old.

Auschwitz was a
network of
concentration and
extermination camps
built and operated by
the Third Reich in
Polish areas annexed
by Nazi Germany
during World War II.
From early 1942 until
late 1944, transport
trains delivered Jews
to the camp's gas
chambers from all
over Germanoccupied Europe.

EuroActive • no 1 • September 2012
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At Birkenau there was a strange train on the rails, which used to bring the people there.
There I saw the traces of the burned people. The atmosphere at Auschwitz Concentration
Camps is very depressing.
We spent the next day with the host family and we could do whatever we wanted.
This was the last day in Poland. The next morning we had to return. The moment we left
the hosts was a sad one. We promised that when they came to
Romania

it

would

be

even

more

enjoyable.
Ion Zagorodniuc – class 9F
Alexandru Grosu – class 9D

“What is tolerance? It
is the consequence of
humanity. We are all
formed of frailty and
error; let us pardon
reciprocally each
other's folly - that is
the first law of nature.”
Voltaire
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Why Should We Be Tolerant?
In February 2012 our Comenius team

had 10 minutes to write down what the picture

developed an activity, including a debate and

represented for them. At the end, every team

workshops, whose subject was Why should we

had to the opportunity to present their paper

be tolerant? The activity was done in partnership

explaining and bringing original examples of

with “Petre Andrei” University of Iași and our
main guests were Lector Dr. Sebastian Năstuță
and Assistant Carmen Mihai, specialized in our
main subjects – tolerance and discrimination.
The team from Petre Andrei University offered
us a place where we could host the activity. We
invited several children from different classes of
our school, not necessarily from the Comenius
Project basic team, so as

“We will have
zero tolerance for
anyone who is
intolerant.”

to involve more people

Oscar Goodman

school and facts about

and

to

towards

be

tolerant

them.

The

Comenius

team

presented statistics about
discrimination

in

our

tolerance, and tried to
challenge

and

involve

everyone in the discussion. The two professors
explained to us what discrimination means, why
it occurs and how we can help or avoid it.

discrimination and tolerance or famous people
who

were

against

discrimination

and

who

changed history. In this way nobody was left,
every

team

had

to

speak

and

thoughts about tolerance and

share

their

everyone was

involved.
In conclusion, the activity was successful
for the reason that everyone learnt something
new about discrimination and tolerance, opening
other people’s eyes about the reality in our
modern society; what is more, everyone was
involved and everyone seemed satisfied with the
outcome of this activity.
Andreea-Gabriela Dohotaru – class 11A

The activity had two parts: the first part was an
introduction to the project and its subjects and
the second part consisted of team work; in the
workshop each team received a picture and they

EuroActive • no 1 • September 2012
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The Tolerance Cup
At the end we saw our opponents as friends and
Football … a fierce sport, yet a wonderful
way to bind friendships,
such

as

we

did.

On

we were able to know another side of their
personality, a friendly one, and we started to
discuss the match,

a

c r i t i c i z i n g

regular Wednesday we met

ourselves and our

the football team of “Vasile
Pavelcu”

students

actions. It was a

and

played a football match. At
the

beginning

u n certai n

we

were

abou t

th e

a
l i fe

experience, which
understand
class,

fantastic, lifetime friendships with remarkable,

facing our social and

intelligent and unique persons.

all of that remained

some things used in the right way can open doors
to new experiences, to new opportunities, to new

Only a few minutes

lives in ways we can’t even imagine.

people and to new worlds that can change our

in which all that mattered was victory, it didn’t
take long for the first goals to hit and the
atmosphere became tense and we unconsciously
let our true selves out, we forgot about all of our
differences and each team communicated in
their own way, seeing how their expressive
language helped us understand a new way of
communication.
All those elements made us see our opponents
in a whole new manner and the match became
even more interesting. Each team was building
on

the

opponents’

movement, speed and actions, every single
we

Everything can help us meet new people and

behind us.

in game and it became a fearsome competition

and

and

how we would react
physical differences,

W. Somerset Maugham

based

a

whole new social

but once we started

counted

in

helped us see and

angry with people when
you laugh at them.
Humor teaches
tolerance.”

factor

resulted

c h a n g i n g

“You are not

strategy

which

b eau ti fu l ,

outcome, we weren’t sure

their

match

took

it

all

into

consideration, and as the end was drawing near,
our fight was getting even more intense. But
once the match was over, it didn’t really matter
who the victor was, the game itself satisfied us
and victory became less relevant.
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All those elements made us see our opponents in

actions. It was a match which resulted in a

a whole new manner and the match became even

beautiful, life changing experience, which helped

more interesting. Each team was building their

us see and understand a whole new social class,

strategy
the

based

opponents’

movement,
and

on

speed

actions, every

single factor counted
and we took it all
into

consideration,

and as the end was
drawing
fight

near,

was

our

getting

even more intense.
But once the match
was over, it didn’t
really

matter

who

the victor was, the game itself satisfied us and
victory became less relevant.
At the end we saw our opponents as friends and
we were able to know another side of their
personality, a friendly one, and we started to
discuss the match, criticizing ourselves and our

and

fantastic,

lifetime

friendships

with

remarkable,

intelligent

and unique persons.
Everything can help us
meet new people and
some things used in the
right

way

doors

can
to

experiences,

open
new

to

new

opportunities,

to

new

people

to

new

and

worlds that can change
our lives in ways we can’t even imagine.
Daniel Leon –class 9E

“Never judge someone
By the way he looks
Or a book by the way it's covered;
For inside those tattered pages,
There's a lot to be discovered.”
Stephen Cosgrove
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A Journey to Bucharest

During the first days

As

the

second

day

began,

the

Romanian

Tolerance Team went to the Palace of

tolerant by meeting other people.

Parliament, which is the largest civilian

of
Co m en i u s

June,

the

t eam

went on a trip to the
P a l a c e

o f

Parliament,

in

Bucharest.

The

purpose of this visit
was

not

only

to

discover the beauty
of the town

“The highest

once

result of
education is
tolerance.”

“Little Paris"

Helen Keller

called

but also to
b e c o m e
m

o

r

e

After a long exhausting
time on the bus the team finally

arrived at Bucharest. The visit to the
Palace of Parliament had been set on the
second day of our trip, but the first day
was not wasted. The team went to the
National Library and visited the biggest
library in the country.

building in the world. The participants had
the occasion to discover one of the most
beautiful and magnificent buildings that
had ever been made. In the company of
the guide, the team explored the building
and had the opportunity to see the most
famous rooms of the house, such as: The
Hall of Human Rights, “Nicolae Bălcescu”
Hall, “Al. I. Cuza” and many others.

The
Palace
of
Parliament
(Palatul
Parlamentului),
better
known
as
"Casa
Poporului" (The House of The People) is the
largest building in Europe. It was designed and
almost finished by the Ceauşescu regime as the
seat of political and administrative power. It
stands today as a reminder of the communist
regime. While people starved and industry
collapsed, Ceausescu embarked on building the
world’s second-largest building at an estimated
cost of just under $5 billion.
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The

team

visited

other

important

museums such as the “Grigore Antipa”
Museum of Natural History, where our
g r o u p

When you go to Bucharest it is
also worth going to the theatre and our
next

destination

was

“I.L.Caragiale”

National Theatre where The Tolerance
Team watched

admired

a

animals

brilliant

comedy.

and birds
f r o m

On

different

back, the team

z o n e s

stopped

at

including

Mărășești,

to

stuffed

visit

l i o n s ,

Mausoleum

monkeys,

that was built

and even

to honour the

a

battles

real

elephant

the

skeleton.

the

way

the

that

Romanian

Army

won

Another museum was the Romanian

during The First World War in 1917 (the

Village Museum. Here we could see the

battles of Mărăști, Mărășești, and Oituz).

traditional

old

houses

where

the

Romanians once lived and each house
was from a specific country area.

“Without tolerance,
our world turns into
hell.” Friedrich
Durrenmatt
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Finally, to mention one major benefit of this trip, the team felt very happy
because they had the occasion to know one another much better and to make their
current friendships even stronger. Everybody in the team said that they became a
little more tolerant after that trip, and they would like to go on another one soon.
Until then, another group of students involved in the project are looking forward to
their trip to Portugal, as part of the next stage of the Comenius project.
Ștefan Popa – class 10A

“In the practice
of tolerance,
one's enemy is
the best
teacher.”
Dalai Lama

The brochure created by the Comenius team
for the special visit to the Palace of Parliament,
Bucharest

COMENIUS

PARTNERSHIP

Comenius School Partnerships are bi- and multilateral cooperation between
schools in different European countries, focusing on common interests of the
participating schools and helping them to work on a common project.
Comenius School Partnerships help foreign language learning, improve ICT skills
and foster intercultural awareness in schools. They also help create positive
attitudes to learning among students and to new and collaborative teaching
approaches among teachers.
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